"Remember How the Good News Beatifies (Part 2)"
Galatians 5:22-24
Good Morning Beloved,
1. Jesus said…
a. Matt. 12:33 - “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit.
i. Only the Spirit… can make the tree good to bear good fruit.
1. And the only way to bear good fruit is to be connected to Christ.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  WSC 30 - Q. 30. How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ? A. The Spirit applieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling.] 

b. John 15:4-5 -  4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 
2. But what amazing fruit…
a. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
3. Different writers draw out different things…
a. Some note (Warren W. Wiersbe) that “fruit” is singular…. So the “fruit” is love… 
i. everything else is showing what love looks like (similar to 1 Cor. 13).
b. Some note (Philip Graham Ryken) that list of nine virtues can be given as “one fruit” viewed from various perspectives.
c. Another notes (John Sanderson) that the works of the flesh (or “weeds of the devil”)[footnoteRef:2]  are given a contrast with fruit.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  John W. Sanderson, The Fruit of the Spirit, 43]  [3:  Dustin Benge similarly writes, “A chief work of the Spirit is to bring beauty out of chaos. In creation, the Spirit brought harmony out of formlessness and void (Gen. 1:2). In redemption, the Spirit brings life out of death and sin (John 3:5-6, 8). In sanctification, the Spirit brings beauty out of fallen flesh and wayward hearts (Rom. 8:9-11). The church becomes an instrument of Christ's beaming radiance in the world through the individual expressions of the work of grace by the Spirit in the lives of believers.”] 

i. Love… enmity
ii. Dissension... peace
iii. Patience… anger
iv. Sensuality… self-control
d. Some note (John Stott) that the nine can be subdivided into three groups of three:
i. Attitude toward God:  love, joy, peace
ii. Attitude toward people:  patience, kindness, goodness,
iii. Attitude toward self:  faithfulness, gentleness, self-control
4. Over the next three weeks… we will walk through these nine supernatural virtues in groups of three.
a. How does the Good News of Jesus Christ beautify the Bride?
i. Because of the Cross… you are deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
ii. And dressed in the righteousness of Christ as the Spirit beautifies you.
Reading of God’s Word 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.


Preaching God’s Word
1. Love – Willingly serving others for their sakes[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Dustin Benge, The Loveliest Place:  The Beauty and Glory of the Church, 68.] 

a. The scriptures have been teaching about true freedom…
i. Some people say… if you want to be free… then obey the rules.
1. Gal. 5:6 - 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love.
a. The goal is not to have a works-based righteousness… or an “I earned this status” resume.
i. The only way to freedom is by faith in Christ…
1. That leads to the ethic… love.
ii. Others were saying… that’s right…. It doesn’t matter what we do because Christ was accused for us… so now we have freedom to do what we want.
1. Gal.5:13ff -  13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 
a. The goal is not to have a selfish pursuit in life that looks to maximize pleasure and minimize pain.
b. Freedom from sin is paired with a freedom from selfishness.
i. Gal. 5:14 -  For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
c. What is this love?
i. It is the ultimate sign of life in Christ.
1. 1 John 4:7 - 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
a. Notice…. This fruit of love is not an option… it is not a selected virtue from the list of nine.  
2. Sinclair Ferguson draws on church history…[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://learn.ligonier.org/podcasts/things-unseen-with-sinclair-ferguson/the-fruit-of-the-spirit-things-unseen] 

a. Anglican minister Charles Simeon of Cambridge commented on Henry Martyn, who became a very great missionary and translator of the Scriptures. He was a brilliant young man. He was the outstanding mathematics graduate of his time in the University of Cambridge. And he became a missionary and died as a young man. But Charles Simeon, who befriended him, once commented that what struck him about Henry Martyn was not just how tall he had grown spiritually, but how the fruit of the Spirit in his life seemed to be perfectly proportionate. I think that’s a beautiful description of a Christian, don’t you? Someone in whom all the graces of God, the fruit of the Spirit, are growing in a wonderfully balanced way, and at the end of the day, showing that all of these fruit grow on the same tree.
3. Yes… we want the fruits of the Spirit to about in us with a proportionality… but is that what the scriptures say…
ii. No… 
1. 1 John 4:8 - 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
a. It does not say…. You are a little unbalanced…. It says…
i. You don’t know God.
iii. So where would this Beautifying fruit come from?
1. 1 John 4:9 -  In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 
a. In the gospel of the SON… in this news alone… there is life.
i. If you want to know that God is love…. Then look to the cross.
d. But there is more…
i. 1 John 4:12 - 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
1. When Christians willingly serve others for the good other neighbor to the glory of God… it is making the love of God visible.
a. Christopher Wright – “Now of course, none of us is perfect, and all of us fail in all kinds of ways. That is why we often protect ourselves a bit when we say things like, “Don’t look at me, or don’t look at Christians; look at Jesus.” 
b. Well, yes, we should never boast. And yes, we do want people to focus on Christ, not on ourselves. 
c. But sometimes that kind of thinking and speaking can be an excuse for not even trying to obey Christ’s command to love one another. 
d. For, according to John, the world should be able to look at Christians and Christian churches and see something that demonstrates the reality of God. They should be able to see God in action.”
e. POINT:  The love within a Christian fellowship that flows from the Holy Spirit is more beautiful that the shining brilliance of the noblest angles in heaven (1 Cor. 13:1-3).
2. Joy – Behaving cheerfully toward our fellow-men[footnoteRef:6] [6:  John Calvin, Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians, 167.] 

a. The prophet Isaiah wrote…
i. Isa. 35:10 - 10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
    and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
    they shall obtain gladness and joy,
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
1. The image is… watch out… you are about to get run over by a Mack Truck…
a. But instead of it being your death…
i. It is the LORD’s good purpose to cover you with everlasting joy.
b. At this point it would be so easy for Paul to give himself over to the opposite of joy as we read…
iii. Words like… 
1. “ I am astonished at you…” (1:6)
2. “… let him be accursed…” (18, 9)
3. “… false brothers secretly… slipped in… to spy out” (2:4)
4. “I opposed him to his face because he stood condemned” (2:11)
5. “drew back… separating himself… fearing” (2:12)
6. “acted hypocritically….. hypocrisy” (2:13)
7. “O foolish Galatians!  Who has bewitched you?” (3:1)
8. “I wish that those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!” (5:12)
9. “… if you bite and devour one another” (5:15)
a. POINT:  The reason for those strong words is that it shows that people were buying into salvation by works…. Not good news.
iv. With no good news… there is NO BEAUTY…. Nothing lovely.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Benge again, “Every generation faces the seemingly insurmountable challenge of biblically defining the church because our modern definitions never seem to shift from functionality and success to beauty and loveliness.” (p. 14).] 

1. To say it Raul Said it last week…. There is no true Freedom 
a. The result is the OPPOSITE of Joy…. HOPELESSNESS and despair.
i. How would we know if we are hopeless or in despair?
1. Tim Keller – “Mood swings based on circumstances.”
c. Instead of hopelessness… there is “a delight in God and his salvation for sheer beauty and worth of who he is” (Keller).
i. You know you’re hopeless when you can’t imagine a better future.
1. One of our elders got ceramic coffee mugs for Covenant that said the simple lines… “What if we…” and “What if HE…”
a. It was this idea… of joy in the moment… because we are connected to Christ.
i. Joy because you have a family (Gal. 4:6).
ii. Joy because you have a future (Gal. 5:5).
iii. Joy because you have forgiveness (Gal. 2:20).
ii. Everyone else is subject to depression… except the believer.
1. Hab. 3:17-18 - 17 Though the fig tree should not blossom,
    nor fruit be on the vines,
the produce of the olive fail
    and the fields yield no food,
the flock be cut off from the fold
    and there be no herd in the stalls,
18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord;
    I will take joy in the God of my salvation.
iii. The prophet’s confidence is your reality because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…
1. 1 Peter 1 - 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
d. POINT:  It is not just your joy in the LORD… it is also an expectancy for God to be good to others.
i. It is anticipating the gospel being the power of God unto salvation.
1. It is eagerly hearing how Christ can save the criminal on the cross in his final moments.
a. It is entrusting all judgments to the LORD when it seems barren (Gal. 6:9-10).
ii. Cynical curmudgeons are not insightful.
1. Spirit-filled believers who willingly serve other in love and are cheerful toward others are wise.
e. Transition:   And they work hard to get along with others.
3. Peace - Accepting one another and working hard to get along with others[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Wright, Christopher J. H.. Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit : Growing in Christlikeness, InterVarsity Press, 2017. ProQuest Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/dtl/detail.action?docID=4786769.] 

a. Christopher Wright helpfully notes…
i. The peace we have WITH God because of Christ…
1. Rom. 5:1ff - 5 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
ii. The peace we have FROM GOD because we are sons….
1. Phil. 4:6f -  6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
iii. Here it seems to be the peace OF GOD with others…
1. Instead of biting and devouring… 
a. In relationships…
i. Rom. 12:18 - 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
b. In marriage problems…
i. 1 Cor. 7:15 – God has called you to peace.
c. In Worship wars…
i. 1 Cor. 14:33 – For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.
d. In the midst of Church divisions…
i. 2 Cor. 13:11 - 11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.
iv. He writes helpful application…
1. What does it mean to practice peace like that—to cultivate that fruit of the Spirit in our lives? Well, at the very least it should mean that we do the following:
a. We should seek to address and resolve conflicts among ourselves, rather than adding to them (or causing them in the first place).
b. We should be careful to avoid the kind of words and attitudes that easily create misunderstanding and division.
c. We should be quick to apologize and say sorry, even if we were not, strictly speaking, the ones in the wrong! “Sorry” may be the hardest word, but it is often the first one that leads back to peace.
d. We shouldn’t jump to defend ourselves when things are said or done against us, but allow God to vindicate the truth in his own time. Paul said it is better to suffer wrong than to take other Christians to court.
e. We need to follow carefully the instructions of Jesus on how brothers and sisters should deal with grievances against one another (Mt 18:15-17), rather than just going public in the press or on blogs, etc., about other people.
f. Above all, we should avoid all kinds of gossip about others, and learn the strict discipline of keeping confidences.
4. Conclusion
a. The fruit is not a standard for you to work toward…
i. It is the life of Christ in the Christian through the Spirit.
1. On the inside… it is this…
a. Gl. 2:20 - 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
2. On the outside… it is…
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

6

